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HIS  STEPSISTER  AND  HIS  OWN  SISTER 

NE  morning  Abe  was  going  into  the  woods  with  an  ax  over  his  shoulder.  His 
stepsister,  Matilda  Johnston,  had  seemed  so  "possessed"  to  follow  him  about 
that  her  mother  had  to  forbid  her  even  going  part  way  with  him  to  his  work. 
But  she  stole  after  him  without  his  noticing  it.  When  they  were  some  distance 
from  the  house  she  crept  up  slyly  behind  him,  and,  springing  like  a  wildcat, 
landed  on  his  back,  pressing  her  knees  between  his  shoulders.  The  astonished 
young  man,  taken  off  his  guard,  fell  over  backwards,  and  the  falling  ax  cut  the 
girl's  ankle.  The  mischievous  Matilda,  seeing  the  blood  flow  freely,  began  to 
scream  with  fright  and  pain.  Abe  took  a  piece  of  cotton  from  his  shirt-sleeve,  made  a  bandage, 
and  bound  up  the  wound  as  well  as  he  could.   Then  he  addressed  her  sternly: 

"'Tilda  I  am  astonished.   What  do  you  mean  by  disobeying  mother  in  this  way?     The  girl 
only  wept.   He  continued:  "What  are  you  going  to  tell  mother— about  getting  hurt? 
"Tell  her  I  did  it  with  the  ax-and  I  did,  didn't  I?"  blubbered  Matilda. 

"Yes,"  said  Abe,  "that's  the  truth,  but  not  all  the  truth.  Tell  mother  the  whole  story  and  leave 

SltiSawent  limping  home  and  told  her  mother  "the  truth,  the  whole  truth  and  nothing  but 
the  truth  -  and  the  good  woman  felt  so  sorry  for  the  penitent  girl  that  she  didn't  even  scold  her. 
Abe  had  evidently  done  enough  of  that. 

Abraham's  own  sister  Sarah,  or  Nancy,  as  she  was  called  after 
Sarah  Johnston  came  into  the  family,  was  warmly  attached  to  her 
tall  brother.  She  had  great  faith  in  his  mind  and  heart,  even  at  that 
early  day,  taking  the  place,  as  older  sister,  of  their  own  dead  mother. 
She  was  greatly  beloved  by  those  who  knew  her.  Mrs.  Josiah  Craw- 
ford's highest  praise  of  Abe  was  that  he  was  good,  polite  and  kind 
hearted,  "like  his  sister."  She  was  married  at  eighteen  to  Aaron 
Grigsby,  one  of  the  older  pupils  at  the  school  which  the  Lincoln  chil- 
dren both  attended.  She  died  a  year  later,  at  the  age  of  nineteen,  in 
giving  birth  to  a  child.  She  was  buried,  not  beside  her  mother,  but 
with  the  Grigsbys,  in  the  graveyard  of  the  old  Pigeon  Creek  meeting- 
house. Abraham  was  devoted  to  his  only  sister.  It  was  her  presence 
at  the  Crawfords  that  reconciled  him  to  working  for  "Old  Blue-Nose." 
The  loss  of  his  sister  was  the  second  great  sorrow  of  Abraham  Lin- 
coln's life. 


She  crept  up  slyly  behind  him 


MONUMENOEDICATED 

At  Grave  of  Sarah  Lincoln  Grigsby  In  Old 
Pigeon  Cemetery  Last  Tuesday. 

LARGE  CROWD  AND  INTERESTING  EX- 
ERCISES. 


The  monument  at  the  grave  of  barah 
Lincoln  Grigsby  in  Old  Pigeon  cemetery 
near  Lincoln  City  was  'unvailed  and 
dedicated  last  Tuesday. 

The  weather  until  noon  was  pleasant 
and  there  was  a  good  attendance  at  the 
exercises.  About  100  came  from  Boon- 
ville  with  a  brass  band  and  quartet  ot 
singers.    The  train  from  Rockport  also 
carried  a  goodly  number  and  many  at- 
tended in  automobiles.    There  were  also 
many  from  other  parts  of  the  state  , 
The  exercises  preceding  the  dedica-  , 
nion  were  held  in  the  pavilion  in  the  j 
beautiful  Nancy  Hanks  Lincoln  Park  , 
one  of  the  most  beautiful  spots  of  earth  , 
to  be  found  anywhere,  and  it  was  in 
fine  condition.    Every  one  was  compli- 
menting Mr.  Spurlock,  the  keeper  ot 
'  the  park,  on  his  work. 

Governor  Samuel  M.  Ralston  was  de- 
tained at  his  office  on  account  of  the 
mobilization  of  the  national  guard I  ot 
the  state  and  could  not  attend,  which 
was  the  only  part  of  the  program  that 
was  changed  and  the  only  disappoint- 
ment. In  place  of  the  Governor  came 
State  Senator  Van  Nuys  of  Indianapolis 
who  made  an  eloquent  address  appropri- 
ate to  the  occasion. 


Judge  Bretz,  of  Jasper,  was  master 
of  ceremonies  which  were  opened  by  I 
prayer  by  Rev.  J.  M.  Walker,  Sup  t  : 
New  Albany  district,   M.  E.  church, 
followed  by  a  song  by  the  Boonville 
quartet.    A  history  of  the  monument 
was  then  read  by  Hon.  Jesse  Weik,  of, 
Greencastle,  Ind.,  a   member  of  the  j 
commission  to  locate  the  Lincoln  high- 
way through  Indiana.    For   want  ot 
space  we  shall  not  attempt  to  speak  ot 
all  those  who  took  part  in  the  program. 
Suffice  it  to  say  that  the  program  was 
an  interesting  one  and  well  carried  out 
The  Rockport    quartet    composed  of 
Mrs.    Pauline   Richards,-   Miss  Lilhe 
Peckinpaugh,  John  J.  Brown  and  A.  H. 
Kennedy  rendered    a    beautiful  vocal 
selection  and  responded  to  an  encore 

Mrs.  Bartley  Inco  of  this  city  read 
an  interesting  paper  on  "Family  Tradi- 
tions."   She  is  a  daughter  of  James 
Grigsby,  a  brother  of  Aaron,  the  hus 
band  of  Sarah  Lincoln.     She  related 
many  interesting  incidents  of  the  Lin 
coin  and  Grigsby  families  as  she  had 
received  them  from  her  father.     She  , 
said  that  "Sallie  Grigsby  was  much 
•  nought  of  and  loved  by  all  her  hus- 
band's people." 

The  Lincoln  family  was  the  subiect 
of  an  interesting  address  by  Capt.  J. 
W  Wartman,  United  States  commis- , 
sioner,  of  Evansville.    Capt  Wartman 
was  perhaps  the  only  one  present  at 
these  ceremonies  that  ever  saw  Abra- 
ham Lincoln.    He  never  saw  him  of 
course  while  he  lived  in  Spencer  county, 
but  Capt.  Wartman  spent  much  of  his 
time  during  the  Civil  War  in  Washing- 
ton and  saw  President  Lincoln  often 
there.    He  was  a  great  admirer  of  the 
great  emancipator  and  has  done  much 
to   gather    and    preserve  important 
historical  facts  concerning  the  Lincoln 
family    while   they   lived  in  Spencer 
county.    From  this  source  of  informa- 
tion he  spoke  on  this  occastion,  and 
paid  a  high  tribute  to  the    life  and 
character  of  our  first  Martyr  President, 
his  mother  and  his  sister. 

POEM  BY  MAX  EHRMANN. 
A  poem  entitled   "Sarah  Lincoln", 
written  especially  for  the  occasion  by 
Max  Ehrman  of  Terre  Haute,  Ind.,  was 
recited  by  Mr.  Ehrman  and  it  was  one 
of  the  most  interesting  features  of  the 
program.    The  poem  follows: 
The  summer  moon  and  sun  have  watch- 
ed her  sleep 
Now  four  score  years  and  eight.  To 

him  this  place 
Was  ever  dear  with  twilight's  tender 

memories; 
For    her    laughing    lips    cried  out, 
"Halloo!" 

As  up  the  path  he  came  at  close  of  day. 
A  thousand  times  he  bore  her  on  his 
back, 

With  boyish  strength  abused  her  lov- 
ingly. 

Provoked  by  playful  taunts,  by  many 
jests, 

Then  she,  returning  to  her  tasks  in- 
doors, 


The  sunset  built  famed  cities  in  his  | 
brain, 

Forced  from  his  breast  the  sight  for ; 

surging  men.  \ 
Welling  up,  like  wind-tossed  rivers,  one 
great  hope,  i 
To  force   from  life  the   promises  of 
dream. 

One  round  of  toiling  days,  of  peaceful  ■ 
nights,  I 
He  stood  here  once,   a  saddened  boy,  ! 
forlorn, 

And  saw  her  form  descend  into  the  earth,  ' 


Thus  early  came  the  gloaming  to  his 
soul. 

Into  his  boyish  eyes  the  far  off  look 
That,  yearning,   seeks   to   see  where 

death  has  trod, 
He  wandered  forth  through  darkened 

wilderness; 
Yet  somehow  ever  wandered  toward 

the  light, 
Until  he  held  a  nation  in  his  hand. 
He  was  a  rock  in  storm;  in  milder  day 
A  pliant  branch  bent  down  with  mellow 
fruit. 

He  was  as  tender  as  the  yellow  leaves 
That  autumn  winds  toss  o'er  her  grave. 
Through  leaden  days,  through  fevered 

flaming  nights.  , 
Through  hate  and  horror  of'  a  blood- 
smeared  land, 
This  early  sorrow  made  for  love  in  him. 
Here  then  was  sorrow  garnished,  grief 

made  great, 
Here  bloomed  the  balm  that  soothed  a 

nation's  wounds. 
And  his  dead  self  still  makes  for  love 
and  peace. 

SERVICES  AT  THE  GRAVE. 
The  ceremonies  in  the  pavilion  were 
closed  by  a  selection.    "The  Flag  of 
Liberty"  by  the  Boonville  quartet  and 
as  they  sang  the  last  verse  of  the  song, 
they  waved  a  flag,  and  this  envoked  a 
great  deal  of  enthusiam.    After  the  ex- 
ercises in  the  Naricy  Hanks  park  had 
been  concluded,  Judge  Bretz,  accom- 
panied by   Mr.   Weik,    Mr.  Cravens, 
Capt.  Wartmann,  former  Senator  Van 
I  Nuys  and  Dr.  T.  D.  Scales  drove  to  the 
Old  Pigeon  cemetery,    a  mile  away,^ 
where  the  monument  over  the  grave  of 
Sarah  Lincoln  Grigsby  was  formally 
dedicated.    A  short  talk  was  made  by 
Judge  Brelz  and  prayer  was  offered  by 
Capt.  Wartmann.     The  monument  is 
rectangular  in  shape  and  is  a  plain, 
simple  stone,  in  keeping  with  the  plain 
simple  life  of  Sarah  Lincoln  Grigsby. 
It  is  inscribed   as  follows:  "Sarah 
Lincoln,  wife  of  Aaron  Grigsby,  Feb. 
10,  1807- Jan.  20,   1828."     Above  the 
inscription  is  the  design  of  a  wild  rose. 
The  money  with  which  the  monument 
was  purchased  came  from  public  sub- 
scriptions and  the  cost  was  between 
$400  and  $500. 


MONUMENT  AT  GRAVE  OF  SARAH  LINCOLN  GRIGSBY 


In  Old  Pigeon  Cemetery,  Dedicated  Last  Tuesday  With  Appropriate  Ceremony. 
The  above  is  a  view  taken  from  near  the  foot  of  the  grave  and  does  not  show  the 
inscription,  which  is:    "Sarah  Lincoln,  wife  of  Aaron  Grigsby,  Feb.  10,  1807,  Jan.  23, 
1828."    Old  Pigeon  Church  and  monument  at  Aaron  Grigsby's  grave  are  shown  at 
the  right. 


M  .,    -  «  » 


tfeb.  14,  1927. 

Mr.  William  B,  Barton, 
p  The  flew  York  Times.  Co., 
iew  York,  ii.Y. 

Dear  Sir; 

iVhile  reading  your  article  "  Why  Lincoln 
Was  Sad  "  in  an  August  1926  issue  of  the  Dearborn  Independent 
my  attention  was  attracted  by  the  name  Patsy.  I  recalled  how 
last  summer  while  locking  up  the  family  burial  grounds  of  the 
founders  of  our  town  Bard  or  Baird  by  name,  by  means  of  direct- 
ions given  in  an  old  land  deed  I  heard  that  one  of  these  Bards, 
called  Aunt  Patsy  by  all  who  knew  her,  and  Mordeoai  Lincoln's 
sweet-heart  might  be  one  and  the  same. 

While  talking  to  Mr.  Irvine,  former  Sheriff  of  this  County, 
Ob  whose  farm  I  found  the  burial  ground  he  told  me  that  according 
to  stories  told  him  by  his  father  and  an  old  nogro  slave  ^cS^c  %S^f 
Abraham  Lincoln's  sister  Sally  was  buried  near  his  house  and 
that  although  a  clump  of  bushes  that  marked  the  spot  had  been 
plowed  up  he  could  go  to  within  fifty  feet  of  it. 

I2y  father  upon  asking  one  of  hie  ..business  partners  if  Lincoln 
had  a  sister  learned  that  he  did,  but  that  historians  do  not 
know  where  she  is  buried. 

I  would  like  to  know  if  Miss.  Bard  could  have  been 
Mordecia  Lincoln's  sweet-heart,  believing  that  if  so  it  might 
in  some  way  account  for  Sally  Lincoln  being  buried  here.  I  am, 
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Copy  of.  a  letter  .froa;  John  .7,  kuir 

.  Gillian:  E.  ijartoa,         La^aisae  »X'h.e  i.aw  .iozk  A'tites . 

Author  of  - 

"  «Vhy  itineQlti  ^as  Sad  "  «The  ^e£r:,::rn  I  tiu  spender,  t;  -  ^ug.  28,  I9£ 
"Two  KQ.tiiers  share       ^incc^'s  tfame  "  -I«aga.nne .  ihe  I.3fi  Tin.es. 

i'eb.  6,1927. 

n  ii?  fcisi  Across  I  he  '  rd  rer  ]  ixccl>i3g  friend  At  Court  "  - 

*2ie  p;earb^ri3   .r. dependent .    Feb,  12,  1927. 
M  Washington  or  £.litcoi-ti«   If&Ipk         Sjffeat^r'?    Lincoln  "  - 

liberty.     r«b .  12,1927. 


say 
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NE  of  the  most  noted  and  revered 

0 women  in  American  history  was  born 
Z  poverty  and  lived  her  short  life  in 
obscurity.  It  was  not  until  a  genera- 
tion after  her  death  that  the  noble 

L    a  nf  Nancy  Hanks  Lincoln  became 
womanhood  of  Nan cy  l         ^  ^ 

ofa  man  whS  conducted  this  country  through 
of  a  man  w  known,  and  who 

the  greatest  civil  w  race  of 

rt2*T5*ffS »' her  day.  in  the  drudg- 
m  '  a  hardships  of  a  frontier  life,  and 
Zried  on  a  little  knoll  in  the  wild  for- 
W  /  Ik  a  few  friendly  hands  to  lower 
est,  with  only  fW^  be, 
her  Poor  jody  into  the  gt  ^ 

rty0£l^  of^r^a^hSke  Pity 

ppesident  came  from  the  mrtte  tQ 
my  mother  AU  l^^h,  wordB  once 
SiTS"  AbSam  "Lom  to  a  lawyer 
^^tToflnadana  will,  on  Oct  1,  ded,- 
cate  to    hat  mother  of  whom  Lincoln  spoke 

one  of  the  great  -  sons  will  be  there 

rdVhrr5  to  r^nory  of  this  nob, 

take  place  *  jj^ne.  Evansville 

TS Lout  allwa,,  now  known  as  the 
«f  ifouis  div^ion  of  fre  Southern  Railway. 
St.  Louis  a  a  passen. 

There  are  only  a  Be*  down  in  the 

Hanks. 

/  J* 

Sixty  Viars  Unmarked. 

The  d*dicatla»  of  the  monument  will  be 
inducted  by  tie  Nancy  Hanks  Lincoln 
£££  mU^  18  composed  of 

*  SoT  DurWo  a»d  a  numb*  of  citizens  trom 
Cerent  parts,  of  the  state.  The  firs  t^ monu- 
ment was  placed  over  the  grave  in  1880.  For 
Tore  tnaLiKty  years  the  resting  spot  of 
this  womat,  *ho  gave  so  much  to  humanity, 
was  unmarked.  In  the  year  mentioned  a 
plain  marble  slat  about  live  feet  high,  on 
which  r^lnbcrfted,  "  To  the  mother  of  our 
njart?  ed  iresldeit,  erected  by  a  friend," 
was  K>  th«  grave  and  set  up.   No  one 

Knew  wlience  It  iame,  or  who  sent  it,  for 
the  men  vho  did  Lhe  work  never  knew  who 
paid  them,  T<he  money  came  through  a  bank 
at  this  place  a^d  that  was  the  end  of  it.  The 
general  suppos,tion  is  that  the  simple  mar- 
ble slab  was  th3  gift  of  Clem  Studebaker  of 
South  Bend. 

When  the  old  monument  to  President  Lin- 
coln at  SpringhcJd,  111.,  was  replaced  by  a 
new  one,  the  contactor  presented  the  base 
of  the  old  one  to  Spencer  county  to  be  used 
as  a  monument  for  the  ^rave  of  Mrs.  Lincoln. 
The  Nancy  Hanks  Memorial  association  was 
formed.  The  commissioners  of  Spencer  coun- 
ty purchased  seventeen  acres  around  the 
grave  and  deeded  dt  to  th-,  monument  asso- 
ciation. At  that  time  th8  association  re- 
ceived an  anonymous  contribution  of  $1,000, 
supposed  to  be  from  Robei-t  T.  Lincoln  of 
Chicago.  The  new  monum«nt  was  placed 
Just  outside  the  Iron  fence  lhclosing  the  old 
one.  The  grounds  have  been  cleared  up  and 
at  the  dedication  the  association  will  make 
plans  for  converting  the  place  into  a  park. 

Death  of  Sarah  Lincoln. 

Just  three-quarters  of  a  mile  from  this 
grave  lie  the  remains  of  Sarah  J.  Grigsby, 
the  only  sister  of  Presi)  nt  Lincoln.  The 
firave  In  the  yard'  of  t!f<        Pif*kpr  Baptist 


church  is  marked  only  by  a  small,  plain  stone 
slab,  bearing  the  name  and  dates  of  birth 
and  death.  Uncle  Bed  Grigsby,  yet  living  in 
this  county,  thus  relates  how  the  news  of 
Sarah's  death  was  broken  to  her  brother: 
"  Abe  was'out  in  a  little  smokehouse  at  our 
home,  doing  a  little  carpenter  work,  when 
Aaron  (Sarah's  husband)  came  running  up 
from  his  house,,  a  quarter  of  a  mile  away, 
and  said  that  Sarah  had  just  died.  We  went 
out  and  told  Abe.  I  never  will  forget  that 
scene.  He  sat  down  in  the  door  to  the  smoke- 
bouse  and  burled  his  face-  in  his  hands.  The 
tears  slowly  trickled  from  between  his  bony 
fingers  and  his  gaunt  frame  shook  with  sobs. 
We  turned  away." 

The  youth  of  Lincoln  was.  sorrowed  by  the 
deaths  of  both  mother  and  sister,  which 
deepened  that  natural  sadness  of  his. 

It  is  likely  that  ten  or  fifteen  thousand  peo- 
ple will  be  preesint  at  the  dedication.  Ex- 
cursions on  special  trains-  will  be  run  on  all 
branches  of  the  St.  Louis  division  of  the 
Southern,  while  many  hundreds  wild  di-ive 
there,  even  from  as  far  as  fifteen  or  twenty 
miles  away.  Col.  J.  S.  Wright  of  the  Twenty- 
flfth  Indiana  volunteers  will  preside,  while 
Gov.  Durbin  will  make  the  speech  of  accept- 
ance. John  C.  Black  of  Chicago,  former  pen- 
sion commissioner,  will  make  the  principal 
address.  Senators  Fairbanks  and  Beverldge 
Congressmen  Hemenway  of  Indiana  and 
Cannon  of  Illinois,  and  others  will  be  pres- 
ent. 

The  committee  of  reception  Willi  be  formed 
by  James  Gentry  Sr..  Hannah  Romine,  Rich- 
ard* Jones,  J.  W.  Lamar,  Redmond  Grigsby, 


and  William  Stateler,  citizens  of  Spencer 
county,  who  were  acquainted  with  the  Lin- 
colns  when  they  lived  there.  Their  ages 
range  from  80  to  92  years. 

Story  of  Nancy  Hanks. 

Thomas  Lincoln  and  Nancy  Hanks  were 
married  in  Kentucky  June  12,  1806.  At  the 
time  of  the  marriage  Nancy  Hanks  was  23 
years  old,  tall,  weighed  about  130  pounds, 
had  dark  skin,  dark  brown  hair,  gray  eyes, 
and  a  prominent  forehead.  Her  face  was 
sharp  and  angular,  with  a  marked  expression 
of  melancholy,  but  in  disposition  she  was 
amiable  and  cheerful,  and  though  her  lot 
was  a  hard  one  she  never  complained.  She 
had  some  education,  and  after  her  marriage 
taught  her  husband1  to  read  and  write.  On 
Feb.  10,  1807,  Sarah  Lincoln  was  born,  and  on 
Feb.  12,  1809,  Abraham  Lincoln  was  born. 

The  exact  time  of  the  arrival  of  Thomas 
Lincoln  in  Spencer  county,  Ind.,  is  In  some 

/f 


JTQHimENT ATCXAVZ  QFjNAMCY  EAMKf '  LMCQUT  W  STZJTCgJZ  COW7TY. 


doubt,  but  the  land  records  show  that  he 
went  to  Vincennes  and  entered  the  tract  of 
land  on  which  he  had  squatted  several  years 
before,  on  Oct.  15,  1817.  About  a  year  after 
this,  last  mentioned  date  the  settlement  in 
Indiana  was  afflicted  with  that  mysterious 
disease  called  '*  milk  sick.'*  With  this  Nancy 
Hank*  Lincoln  was  taken  down.  The  attack 
was  severe,  and  she  saw  at  once  that  her  life 
was  soon  to  end.  Abe  and  his  sister  Sarah 
waited  on  their  mother  and  did  the  little  Jobs 
and  errands  required  of  them. 

When  she  was  about  to  die  Mrs.  Lincoln 
called  the  children  to  her  bedside.  She  was 
Weak,  and  the  children  leaned  over  while 
she  giave  her  last  message.  Placing  her 
feeble  hand  on  little  Abe'ahead,  she  told  him 
to  be  kind  and  good  to  his  father  and  sister; 
to  both  she  said:   "  Be  good  to  one  another." 

The  death  was  in  November,  and  the  hus- 
band, Thomaa  Lincoln,  performed)  the  duties 
of  undertaker  and  s-exton.  With  his  whip- 
saw  he  cat  out  the  board*  for  the rude  coffin. 


nailed  them  together,  and,  placing  the"  frail 
body  in  It,  oarried  it  to  a  scantily  covered 
knoll  an  eighth  of  a  mile  away  from  the 
cabin.  Here  he  lowered  her  into  the  grave 
and  covered  her  over  with  the  clods  mois- 
tened by  the  tears  of  Abraham  Lincoln  and 
his  sifter. 

Funeral  Without  Minister. 

No  minister  could  be  procured  at  the  time 
to  perform  the  last  rites,  so  when  spring- 
time came  the  boy  wrote  to  Elder  Elkln,  who 
lived  near  the  family  In  Kentucky,  appeal- 
ing to  him  to  come  and  preach  a  funeral 
sermon  over  his  mother's  grave.  The  good 
man  cheerfully  complied  with  the  request, 
though  it  involved  a  Journey  of  over  a  hun- 
dred miles  on  horseback.  An  eye  witness 
thus  described  the  funeral  sermon: 

"  As  the  appointed  day  approached  notice 
was  given  the  whole  neighborhood.  On  a 
bright  Sabbath  morning  the  settlers  of  the 


region  gathered  in.  Some!  came  In  carts 
of  the  rudest  construction,  their  wheels  con- 
sisting of  sections  of  the  huge  boles  of  for- 
est trees,  and  every  other  member  the  prod- 
uct of  the  ax  and  auger;  some  came  on 
horseback,  two  or  three  upon  a  horse;  oth- 
ers came  in  wagons  drawn  by  oxen;  and  still 
others  came  on  foot.  About  200  persons  In 
all  were  assembled.  Taking  his  stand  at 
the  foot  of  the  grave.  Parson  Elkln  lifted 
hisi  voice  in  prayer  and  sacred  song  and 
then  preached  a  sermon.  He  spoke  of  the 
precious  Christian  woman  who  had  gone 
with  the  warm  praise  which  she  deserved 
and  held  her  up  as  a  true  example  of  true 
womanhood." 

Uncle  Redmond  Grigsby,  aged  86  years, 
who  is  on  the  committee  of  reception,  is 
also  reticent  about  the  Lincoln  family,  al- 
though It  was  his  own  brother  who  married 
Abe's  only  sister.  It  is  probable  that  he  has 
in  his  possession  "  The  Chronicles  of  Reu- 
ben," one  of  President  Lincoln's  earliest 


writings.  At  any  rate,  when  last  seen  in» 
the  early  '70s  he  had  it.  This  was  a  satire:  * 
upon  the  marriage  of  one  of  the  Grigsby^ 
family,  and  he,  of  course,  has  an  interest* 
in  keeping  it  from  the  public  gaze. 

The  Hon,  James  Gentry  Sr.,  another  mem> 
ber  of  the  reception  committee,  aged  84£ 
remembers  much  of  the  Lincoln  family.  Hlaf 
father  founded  the  little  town  of  Gentryyille.i 
kept  the  village  store,  and  it  wa3  for  him 
more  than  any  one  else  that  Abe  worked. 
The  Gentrys  were  the  wealthiest  and  most 
influential  people  of  the  settlement.  Mr. 
Gentry,  In  speaking  to  the  writer  last  week,; 
said:  "I  well  remember  the  day  when  the 
Lincolns  started  for  Illinois.  Nearly  all  the 
neighborhood  was  there  to  see  them  leave. 
The  wagon  was  a  primitive  affair.  Abe  and 
his  father  made  it.  And  I  do  not  think  there, 
were  over  two  pounds  of  Iron  In,  the  whole 
thing.  The  first  day  they  only  went  flve,( 
miles,  as  they  had  to  hew  their  road  most  of} 
the  way."  i 
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That  Newsy  Paper  of  Grandview,  Indiana       May  6,  19.53. 

Dr.  Louis  A.  Warren, 

Fort  Wayne.  Ir-.aiana.  .  _ 

npar  Dr".  Warren:     Your  letter  of  the  4th  received  m  which  you  ask  if 
Crawford  Barker  was  kin  to  Jo si ah  Crawford  and  also  was  Andrew  Crawford, 
teacher  of  Abe  Lincoln,  kin:-- 

I  went  at  once  and  called  on  D.  S.  Barker,  who  states  that  oally 
Crawford  Barker,  his  grand -mother ,  was  a  sister  of  Josiah  Crawford;  but 
iust  at  the  time  he  could  not  tell  me  if  his  father  called  Andrew  "uncle. 
He  savs  Josiah* s  children  were  Joe,  Sam,  Ruth  and  Mary.   Joe's  children  wee 
-Abe    who  married  a  Carter;  Jacob  a  school  teacher  did  not  marry;  Ruth  m. 
Tqrael  Jennings -( and  her  grand -daughter  sold  the  bureau  to  Henry  Ford; 
loia  -  -     1      -     -     ~  -  into  the  6 raw ford  kinship  at 


grandson  later 


m 


upon  the  point  of  crossing  of 
s/ays  he  hasheard  his  fsfek 
mouth  of  Blackford  "  and  he 
wishes  me  to  ask  you  where  the 
if  they  crossed  above  the  mouth 


Mary  m.  John  Adams  (and  a  _ 
Bardstown,  according  to  a  son  of  Mary) . 

Barker  takes  strong  issue  with  you 
the  Ohio  river  for  the  Lincoln  caravan  and 
grand -father  state  they  "crossed.:  from  the 
camp  (i.e.,  his  grandfather)  with  them.  He 
Lincolnscrossed  the  flooded  Anderson  creek 

of  Anderson.     There  must  have  been  some  very  ^ood  reason  for  crossing  two 
flooded  creeks,  when  by  crossing  from  the  mouth  of  blackford  there  would, 
be  no  creeks  to  be  crossed.  \'       ■  . 

I  surmise  that  the  Crawfords-- Josiah,  who  entered  land  in  olay  tp- 
^sec.  17,  in  1826;  Wm.  who  entered  in  sec  9  of  Clay  tp  Sept.  29,  1817;  and  (jvi 
Andrew--were  brothers  and  came  here  with  Reuben  Orisgipy  Sr.,  in  about  1824 
as  they  all  came  from  Bardstown  and- surely  the  Grigs bys  did  not  come  alone 
-tnd  settle  so  far  from  protection  from  the  Indians. 

Josiah  Crawford  also  was  a  schoolteacher  and  taught  near  the  Sam 
Lamar  blockhouse  (Newtonv ille)  at  an  early  day-- Ooods peed  408-9.  So  the 
Crawfords  were  of  some  education.     The  marriage  of  the  great -gandson , 
Adams,  into  the  Crawford  kin  back  at  Bardstown  shows  they  did  not  all  come 

to     Injiana.^  called  as  I  write  this.  His  Grand- father ,  Atha  Meeks, 

was  shot  in  the  knee  at  Tippencanoe  (aecording  to  his  family  history)  and 
the  intervening  son    Aaron,  (father  of  W.P.)  was  an  history  hound- -and  W.?. 
states  that  my^guess  about  the   Grsgsby  and  Crawfords  coming  together  is 
more  than  likely  right;  and  that  he  has  heard  his  grand-father  state  that 
nearly  all  the  settlers  along  the  Hartford-Vincennes  Trail  crossed  the 
Ohio  river  at  Blackford."  . 

The  nradn- father  of  our  rural  mail  carried,  James  Harris,  came  with 
the  Sarah  Bush  Johnston  Lincoln  party  as  a  19-year-old  boy ;  and  this  party 
cros-ed  to  Posey's  Landing  below  the  mouth  of  Anderson,  but  Ralph  Krurne  and 
•his  team  did  not  cross  the  Ohio.  The  grand-father's  name  was  Hezekiah  Harrcs 

Oh,  well,  the  Lincoln-Grigsby  kinfclk  may  not  be  believed  as  to  the 
crossing  point  of  the  Lincolns  but  they  will  not  fetand  alone- -see  the  proof 
of  evidence  sent  you  some  weeks  ago::::  but  then  I  did  not  intend  to  get 
into  a  discussion  of  the  crossing  point  for  the  Lincoln  caravan.     Hope  to 
get  more  information  upon  topic  you  desire  and  then  I'll  write  again. 

Yours  very  respectfully, 


Lincolnia 

i  '  I 

SARAH  LINCOLN  GlllGSHY 


(A  paper  prepared  and  read  by  Mrs. 
Hartley  Inco  in  1916.) 


As  I  have  been  asked  to  make  a 
few  remarks  in  regard  to  the  Lincoln 
and  Grimsby  families  I  will  endeavor 
to  uo  so.  However,  I  do  not  know 
that  I  can  add  anything  of  interest 
to  what  most  of  you  know.  There 
has  been  such  great  interest  created 
in  the  Lincoln  family  in  this  county 
and  many  of  our  pioneer  residents 
have  brought  to  light  the  many  inter- 
esting things  and  facts  relative  to  the 
early  history  of  our  county.  What 
I  know  of  the  Lir.colns  I  heard  from 
my  lather,  who  was  a  schoolmate, 
of  Abiahum  Lincoln  and  lived  very 
near  the  Lincoln  family.  It  is  use- 
less to  go  into  details  of  that  early 
school  life  as  you  have  ail  heard 
aboir.  il  many  times. 

Aaron  Grigsby,  my  father's  oldest 
brother,  married  Sallie  Lincoln,  but 
she  lived  only  a  short  time  after  hen 
marriage;     and    her    husband  died, 
about  three  years  later.    They  had; 
a  very  bright  future  before  them  for 
the  people  of  that  day.    And  Sallie 
Grigsby  was  much  thought  of  and 
loved  by  all  of  her  husbanld's  people. 
She  was  .given  the  best  burial  that 
could  be  given  in  that  day,  and  my 
father  erected    a    sandstone  marker 
to  the  graves,  of  both  her  and  her 
husband.    He    always    looked  after 
these  graves,  as  well  as  others  of 
our  family,  as  long  as  he  lived. 

My  father'  a-lso  attended  the  fun- 
eral of  Nancy  Hanks  Lincoln  and  had 
often  told  me  of  how  poor  the  family 
was  and  how  they  took  Nancy  Hanks 
Lincoln  t0  her  grave  on  a  rude,  home- 
made sled.  Her  grave  was  always 
a  place  of  great  interest  to  me  and 
my  brothers  and  sisters  when  we 
were  children,  and  I  have  often  gone" 
to  the  grave,  which  was  always  en- 
closed by  a  rail  pen  in  those  days. 


I  might  mention  that  the  father | 
of  Aaron  Grigsby  lived  with  the  In- 
dians for  about  eight  years.    While  | 
his  father  was  out  looking  for  some  , 
game  the  Iqdians  came  to  the  house! 
and,  after  killing  thiee  of  the  oldest  j 
children,  took  Reuben,  his  mother  and 
a  small  baby  with  them.    They  soon 
discovered  that  the  mother  could  not 
walk  fast  enough,  s0  tney  killed  her 
and  knocked  the  baby's  brains  out 
againts  a    tree.     For    some  reason 
they  liked  the  small  boy  so  they  car- 
ried him  on  their  backs.    They  grew 
very  fond  of  him  and  usefd  to  take 
him  on  their  hunting  trips  with  them. 
He  said  he  always  wanted  to  go  and 
to  tease  him  they  would  insist  upon 
his  drinking  a  quantity  of  bear's  oil 
before  they  would  let  h'm  go  along. , 

It  is  needless  to  say  that  we  Grigs- 
bys  are  already  proud  of  the  fact 
that  Sallie  Lincoln  married  into  the 
Grigsby  family  and  are  also  proud 
of  the  prominent  part  that  they  have 
olayei  in  the  settlement  of  this 
;0unty.  It  is  also  gratifying  to  know 
that  the  younger  people  of  this  coun- 
ty are  becoming  more  interested  in 
knowing  something  of  these  good 
folks  who  have  gone  before  audi  en- 
dured such  hardships  in  order  that 
their  children  and  children's  children 
might  enjoy  the  best  on  earth.  I  only 
hope  this  interest  will  continue  and 
I  am  sure  that  Spencer  county  has 
as  much  or  more  to  be  proud  of  in  a 
historical  way  as  any  county  in  the 
state.  I  thank  you  for  your  indul- 
gence. 

— Mrs.  Inco  was  a  gran\d-daughter 
of  Reaben  Grigsby,  Sr.,  and  there- , 
fore  a  niece  of  Sarah  Lincoln  Grigsby. 
—Editor. 


v  :  .(  .-.-t  Oi*        -  *  ■    •  ••  •••  ••  '  **  l 

To  those  folks  who  are  watching1 
this  page  for  additional  Lincoln  re- 
search news  we  wish  to  assure  you 
thai;  we  have  not  abandoned'  the  quest 
but  have  run  into  some  traditional 
data  that  requires  considerable  time 
to  verify.    The  editor  is  finding  a 

 :  L  

|fev  scraps  now  and  then,  but  they 
I  are  not  such  as  we  can  asemble  into 
an  article.  We  might  assure  you 
that  the  funeral  of  Mrs.  Thomas  Lin- 
coln was.  not  such  a  crude  affair  as 
writers  would  like  to  picture;  and 
that  Mrs.  Aaron  Grigsby  undoubtedly 
had  the  very  best  of  attention  in  her 
last  illness  that  the  county  afforded. 
These  are  isome  of  tbn  small  items 
upon  which  we  have  gathered  addi- 
tional evidence.  But  \rr  are  hunting 
for  some  history  of  even  more  im- 
portance than  these  items.  And  we 
are  reciving  such  loyal  co-operation 
from  unknown  friends,  far  and  near. 
The  editor  is  just  very  proud  of  this 
co-operation  and  extends  very  grate- 
ful thanks  to  one  and  all.  /»/  ?  /  \ 
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LINCOLN'S  ONLY  SISTER  IS 

BURIED  NEAR  MOTHER'S  GRAVE 

of  Abraham  Lincoln,  the  great  Civil 
war  president,  is  buried  in  Old  Pigeon 
cemetery,  which  now  is  a  part  of  the 
Nancy  Hanks  Lincoln  Memorial  Park 
Sarah   died   two   years   after  her' 

of  Sis'  nn,PaAT d  away  in  the  fa» 
I  !  I  L,ttle  Abe  Was  broken  heart- 
ed at  the  blow  which  fell  the  hardest 
upon  *™.  Old  Pigeon- church,  which 
was  located  nearly  two  miles  Lack  of 

h„  ^inC°InT  Cabin'  was  built  largely 
by  Thomas  Lincoln,  father  of  Abe 

Linr°Lmany  yeKrS  the  grave  of  Sara& 
Lncoln  Grigsby  went  unmarked 
When  the  late  Samuel  M.  Ralston  was 
governor  of  the  state,  a  modest  mark! 
er  was  purchased  to  be  placed  at  the 
grave  and  it  was  dedicated  with  im- 
posing ceremonies,  the  services  having 
been  held  in  the  shelter  house,  located 
in  the  old  part  of  the  park 

tJffW a°I  Ralston  w^s  unable  to  at- 
tend the  dedicatory  services  and  sent 
then  State  Senator  Frederick  VanNuys 
now  United  States  Senator  VanNuys 
t0  Lncoln  City  to  represent  him. 

William  B.  Carleton,  now  editor  of 
the  Boonville  Enquirer,  at  that  time 
was  on  the  staff  of  the  Evansville 
2Sf  ran  ^S  a.,rt,cle  0n  the  dedication 
Ra"Lepr0dUCed  iD  the  c°ngressional 
Record,  upon  motion  of  Hon.  Charles 
Lieb  of  Rockport,  then  representative 
in  Congress  from  the  old  first  district. 

*  «      e  !"as  giveB  wide  Publicity 
and  Mr.  Carleton  received  many  let- 
ters at  the  time  from  all  parts  of  the 
country,  chiefly  from  people  interested 
1  in  .Lincoln  lore. 


SARAH  LINCOLN'S  BOOK 


During  the  clean-out  since  tho  big 
flood  the  editor  has   found   an  old 
book.    It  is  a  history  of  the  Patri- 
arch   Abraham,    pubbshed    by    the  i 
American   Sunday   School  Union  in 
1S28.    The  owner's  name   is  found 
written  with  pen  and  ink  and  also 
printed.    Could  it  have  been  owned 
by  ;tbj's  sister?    Not,  likely,  for  the 
reason  that  the  pen  and  ink  notation 
i'ives  a  date  of  January  6,  1833;  and 
Sarah  Lincoln  Grigsby  died  in  1828. 
Ana  the.  same  inscription  gives  the 
nam?  of  Miss  Sarah  M.  Lincoln,  of 
Clinton  county,  Kentucky.   The  name 
of  the  town  or  hamlet  is  likely  "Bock- 
man  town,  a  place  not  known  today 
in    tiie   U.   S.   Postal   Gu.de,  The 
printed  name  is  Sarah  M.  Lincoln. 
Here  is  a  chance  for  Lincoln  histov 
students  to  go  hunting  far  Lincoln 
data.    To  wthat  branch  of  the  Lincoln 
•family  did  Sarah  M.  Lincoln  belong? 
Clinton  county  Yes  on  the  border  el 
Tennessee.  . 


Hoosiers  Honor  Sarah  Lincoln;  2  ' /o 
Monument  Marks  Her  Grave 


GRIGSBY  DESCENDANTS  DESCRIBE 
EMANCIPATOR'S  BIRTH;  ALSO  SIS- 
TER'S COURTSHIP,  MARRIAGE  AND 
SHORT  LIFE. 


By  ISAPHINE  BICHEY. 

IT  WAS  a  beautiful  day  last  spring  when  I  set  off  on  my  journey  to 
southern  Indiana  to  visit  the  Lincoln  country  and  talk  with  the 
descendants  of  the  neighbors  and  friends  of  the  Lincolns,  some  of 
them  only  a  generation  removed.    I  had  gone  in  search  of  a  story  of 
the  living  boy,  Lincoln,  hoping  to  capture  and  release  him  from  the 
legendary  lore  that  has  gathered  about  him.    But  I  brought  away 
with  me  the  story  of  his  sister  Sarah.    Sarah,  who  spent  most  of  her 
young  life  among  us,  and  who  lies  on  Hoosier  soil — forever  ours. 
Abraham  Lincoln  belongs  to  the  world  and  the  nation  has  built  him 
a  tomb;  Sarah  belongs  to  Indiana  and  we  have  given  her  a  monu- 
ment.   Tomorrow  the  nation  will  herald  the  birthday  of  her  brother. 
Yesterday,  her  birthday,  we  remembered  her  whom  he  left  with  us 
because  she  was  dear  to  him.         many  times  and  settled  it  con- 
Gentryville,  my  stopping  place,  clusively   by   saying    "and  they 
is  in  Hoosier  parlance,  "a  string-  were  there."    Which,  of  course, 
town    on    the    pike,"    a    village  they  were.    Bringing  out  a  pic- 
through  which  the  highway  runs,  ture  of  the  Grigsby  spring  Mr. 
There,  where  the  houses  begin  to  Grigsby  told  me  a  little  shame- 
straggle    out    into    the    country  facedly  that  it  was  there  Aaron 
again,  I  found  the  humble  home  and  Sally  did  their  courting.  "And 
of  Sarah  Lincoln  Grigsby's  great  Sally    took   her    washing  there 
nephew,  Mr.  Eli  Grigsby.    I  sat  every  week,  too,  as  they  did  in 
through  the  sunny  afternoon  and  those  days,"  added  Mrs.  Grigsby. 
listened  to  the  stories  of  the  Lin-      Out  at  the  Lincoln  farm,  a  mile 
coins   he    had    heard    from    his  from  Gentryville,  I  wandered  over 
grandfather.     He   and   his   wife  the  hills  and  valleys  that  had 
spoke    of    "Sally"    (as   she    was  been  so  intimate  a  part  of  the 
called  in  the  family)  as  intimately  Lincolns  lives  for  14  years.  Fol- 
as  we  speak  of  the  older  gener-  lowing  a  path  through  the  woods 
ation  in  our  own  families,  and  uPon   a  little  knoll   I  found  a 
suddenly     "Sally"     stepped     out  country  church  yard  surrounded 
from  the  pages  of  a  book  and  be-  by  tall  forest  trees.    Over  and 
came  a  real  and  living  girl  to  me.  through  the  fence  that  inclosed 
"The  family,"  said  Mrs.  Grigsby,  it.    thick    scrub    and  crowding 
"felt  awful  bad  about  the  way  bushes   seemed    threatening  to 
she  had  to  go."    "Did  they'"  I  overthrow  the  barrier  and  cover 
returned.    "How  did  the  family'  lhe  P\ace  with  their  wi'd  Pro£u- 
feel     about     Aaron's     marrying  s!on  of  Sreen-   Stepping  high  over 
Sarah?"  I  asked.     I  wanted  to  tlie   u^eeds    of    yesteryear  and 
know  for  it  is  a  well-known  fact  stumbling  over  vines  and  uneven 
that  the  Grigsbys  owned  a  great  Sround  }  ™di  nl-vT  wa-v,  V  the 
deal  of  land  (and  orchards  for  dis-  «rave  of  Abraham  Lincolns  sis- 
tilling  purposes,  according  to  Mr.  ter-  the  close  companion  of  his 
Grigsby)  at  the  time  of  Sarah's  youtn'  whose  untimely  death  had 
marrage  to  Aaron,  while  the  Lin-  been  a  g''eat  Krief  ,0  him- 
coins  were  humble  folk.    "Well  "      She  lles  in  01(1  PiSeon's  church- 
she   answered    hesitantly,    "Sally  yard-  d'si£mt  about  a  mile  from 
was  hired  help  and  you  know  how  her  mother's  resting  place.  But  to 
you'd  feel  about  that."    And  then  return  to  the  story  of  Sarah,  the 

countering    quickly,    "But    Sally  ]lving'  

was  a  fine  woman  and  the  family 

thought  a  great  deal  of  her."  "I  1N  OLD  KENTUCKE,  in  a  little 
am  quite  sure  of  that,"  I  assured  lo«  cabin  in  the  woods,  a  young 
her.  mother   lay    with   her  newborn 

babe.   Through  the  window  shone 
Matter  for  Becord.  the  pale  light  of  an  early  spring 

"You  knew,  didn't  you,  that  she  morning,  throwing  shadows  on  the 
was  buried  with  her  baby  in  her  dirt  floor,  and  casting  its  cold 
arms?"  she  questioned.  "No,  in-  gleam  on  the  face  of  the  woman 
deed,  I  didn't  know  that,"  I  told  lying  within.  Tired  from  her 
her,  "and  I  am  very  much  inter-  night  of  pain  she  lay  with  her 
ested  in  it  for  so  far  as  I  have  eyes  closed,  but  a  tender  look 
read,  lhat  fact  has  never  been  about,  her  mouth  belied  the 
told.  Are  you  sure  of  it?"  "Oh,  thought  that  she  was  asleep, 
yes,  I  am  sure  of  it,"  she  assured  Rather,  would  one  have  said  she 
me,  "we  have  always  heard  it  was  lying  quiescent,  wailing  for 
that  way."  To  which  Mr.  Grigs-  the  news  to  be  carried  that  she 
by  added  the  information  that  he  had  borne  her  first  son.  Waiting 
had  heard  it  from  his  grand-  for  friends  to  come  so  that  this 
father  and  Uncle  "Nattie"  many, 


inner  smile  might  break  Iprth 
and  light  up  her  face,  and  the 
room,  and  the  hearts  of  those  who 
had  gathered  to  rejoice  with  her. 

Over  the  pole  bed  on  which  she 
lay,  a  thoughtful  hand  had  thrown 
a    huge    bear    skin    for  added 
warmth,  and  seated  in  its  shaggy 
depths  was  a  little  girl  of  2,  fully 
dressed,  looking  with  unblinking 
solemnity  at  her  mother  and  this 
thing  of  wonder  that  had  somehow 
come  in  the  nteht.    Nothin'g  dis- 
turbed  the   stillness   except  the 
crackling  of  the  great  lire  in  the 
chimney  place,  as  it  leaped  and 
sparkled  its  way  to  the  frosty  air 
above,  and  the  thud  of  the  logs 
as  they  broke  apart  and  settled 
to  their  work.     When  suddenly 
the  heavy  door  of  split  logs  was 
thrust  open  and  into  the  room 
burst  a  boy  of  10.    "Nancy,"  he 
breathlessly   called,   "Uncle  Tom 
says  as  how  you've  got  a  baby 
boy,   kin  I  tech  him  fur  good 
luck?   I've  run  the  hull  two  miles 
from  our  house  to  see  my  new 
cousin."    And  then  Nancy's  laugh 
broke  forth,  and  the  little  girl 
with  the  owl-like  eyes  pointed  her 
tiny  finger  at  the  baby  lying  in 
the  bed.    The  boy,  Dennis,  catch- 
ing her  up  lifted  her  high  above 
his  hea_d  and  said  with  a  shake,  "I 
know  what  you're  trying  to  say, 
little  Sairy,  you're  a  tryin  to  tell 
me  about  the  new  baby  ain't  you? 
But  you  alluz  wuz  a  say-nothin 
little  gal." 

Thus  has  the  birth  of  Abraham 
Lincoln  been  described  for  us  by 
Dennis  Hanks,  second  cousin  of 


stall 
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Monument  at  grave  of  Sarah 
Lincoln  Grigsby. 


Eli  L.  Grigsby,  great-nephew  of  Sarah  Lincoln  Grigsby,  standing 
at  Grigsby  spring,  where  Aaron  met  and  courted  Sally. 


Abraham,  wherein  we  have  our 
first  glimpse  of  quiet  little  Sarah. 
Skimming  quickly  over  the  years 
spent  in  Kentucky  we  come  to 
the  time  when  the  family  of  four 
moved  to  the  "Indian  country  up 
North"  where  Sarah  became  the 
mother  of  the  family  for  a  time. 
It  was  fall,  the  time  of  the  year 
when  the  milk-sick  attacked  the 
settlers,  and  Nancy  and  the  fos- 
ter parents  of  herself  and  Dennis 
Hanks,  Thomas  and  Betsy  Spar- 
row, who  had  followed  Nancy  to 
her  new  home,  had  been  the  vic- 
tims of  it.  Dennis  had  been 
taken  into  the  Lincoln  home  after 
his  bereavement. 

"Oh  Lord,  O  Lord,"  he  tells 
us  when  he  was  a  man  of  90,  "I'll 
never  furgit  the  mizry  in  that 
little  green-log  cabin  in  the'woods 
when  Nancy  left  them.  Abe  tried 
to  interest  little  Sairy  in  1'arnin' 
to  read,  but  she  never  took  to  it. 
She  wuz  the  only  woman  in  the 
cabin  that  year,  an'  no  neighbors 
fur  miles.  She'd  git  so  lonesome, 
missin'  her  mother,  she'd  set  by 


the  fire  an'  cry.  Me  'n'  Abe  got 
'er  a  baby  coon  an'  a  turtle,  an' 
tried  to  git  a  fawn  but  we  couldn't 
ketch  any."  Sarah  was  the  cook 
and  housekeeper,  no  inconsider- 
able task  for  a  girl  of  11.  Those 
were  dark  days  for  the  only 
woman  in  the  cabin  and  it  must 
have  been  a  heartwarming  time 
when  her  stepmother  came  with 
her  own  two  daughters,  Elizabeth 
the  age  of  Sarah,  and  Matilda, 
four  years  younger,  to  be  com- 
panions to  her,  and  again  to  feel 
the  glow  that  a  mother  can  bring 
to  a  home.  It  is  little  wonder 
that  in  the  words  of  Dennis  "she 
chirked  right  up." 

Sarah  Goes  to  Work. 

When  Sarah,  a  plump  girl  with 
dark  brown  hair  and  grey  eyes, 
and  a  rollicking  sense  of  humor 
like  her  brother's,  was  19,  in  com- 
pany with  Abe  she  went  to  work 
at  the  home  of  Josiah  Crawford, 
a  neighbor. 

Near  the  home  of  Mr.  Craw- 
ford lived  Reuben  Grigsby,  with 
a.  large  family  of  children,  the 


oldest  of  whom  was  Aaron.  In 
those  days  the  Grlgsbys  were 
considered  wealthy  and  belonged 
to  the  upper  10  class,  because 
they  lived  in  a  two-story  hewed- 
log  house;  and  even  in  these  days 
I  have  heard  from  the  neighbors 
that  they  are  "high-headed."  Pro- 
pinquity must  have  gotten  in  Its 
full  work  for  one  day  Mrs.  Craw- 
ford's little  boy  Samuel,  came 
running  in  with  the  news  that 
Aaron  Grigsby  was  sparking  Sally 
Lincoln  and  that  he  had  seen  him 
kiss  her.  His  mother  admonished 
the  boy  and  told  him  he  must 
stop  watching  Sally  or  he 
wouldn't  get  to  the  wedding. 
Whether  he  "got"  to  the  wedding 
or  not,  there  was  a  wedding  in 
August  of  that  year  and  Cin- 
derella left  her  crowded  cabin 
home  to  live  on  her  own  farm 
near  the  wealthy  Reuben. 

Sarah  Passes  Away. 

For  two  short  years  life  flowed 
by  in  untroubled  serenity  and 
then  Sarah  was  brought  to  child- 
bed.  Doctors  lived  far  away  from 


these  sparsely  settled  communi- 
ties and  their  coming  involved  no 
little  trouble  and  expense,  so  that 
midwives  generally  attended  the 
women.  On  this  night  one  of  the 
neighbor  children  remembered 
having  been  awakened  by  her 
mother's  voice  calling  for  some- 
one to  go  for  the  doctor  quick. 
But,  said  he,  "I  guess  they  let  her 
lay  too  long,"  and  Dennis  echoed 
the  same  thought  when  he  said, 
"I  reckon  like  pore  Nancy  she 
didn't  have  no  keer."  And  thus 
the  brief  candle  of  life  of  the 
gray-eyed  Sally,  which  had 
burned  with  a  steady  light  and 
flamed  into  a  warmth  of  happi- 
ness, had  suddenly  flickered  out 
with  a  gust  from  an  icy  wind. 

They  placed  her  in  the  benign 
care  of  Old  Pigeon,  with  her  baby 
in  her  arms,  and  two  brown 
standstone  slabs  picked  up  from 
the  countryside  at  her  head  and 
her  feet,  frail  boundaries  of  her 
last  earthly  tenancy.  Aaron  fol- 
lowed her  three  years  later  hav- 
ing never  paid  any  attention  to 


any  other  woman  (according  to 
the  Grigsbys)  his  small  tomb- 
stone bearing  the  terse  inscrip- 
tion, Aamon  Grigsby-Born-1801. 
Died  1831.  I  looked  all  around  it 
for  the  name  of  Sarah,  his  wife, 
but  it  was  not  there.  For  nearly 
100  yearB  she  slept  in  her  name- 
less grave  among  the  weeds  and 
rank  grasses  and  nature's  wild 
flowers.  And  then  her  state  to 
which  she  had  come  in  its  infant 
year,  awakened  to  the  historical 
significance  of  her  grave  and  in 
1916  removed  the  small  slab  and 
erected  at  the  head  of  Abraham 
Lincoln's  sister  a  large  white 
monument.  Standing  like  a  ser- 
mon in  stone  it  seems  to  say: 
"And  the  humble  shall  be  exalt- 
ed." On  it  beneath  a  stone  nose- 
gay we  read  in  large  letters, 
Sarah  Lincoln-Wife  of-Aaron 
Grlgsby-Feb.  10,  1807-Jan.  20, 
1828.  .  > 

There  they  lie  >ide  by  side, 
each  with  their  separate  head- 
stones, a  little  family  with  a 
brief  love  story. 


bOIPLi:  MARKER  MORE  PITTING 


A  few  days  ago  Dr.  and  Mrs.  W.  G. 
Alexander,  of  Evanston,  111.,  were  in 
Grandview  and  asking-  the  way  to  the 
•grave  of  Sarah  Lincoln  Grigsby  and 
,  the  editor  was  pleased  to  supply  the 
information.  During  the-  conversa- 
tion, Dr.  Alexander  stated  that  his 
t»and-mother  was  a  cousin  of  Nancy 
Hanks,  and  we  later  wrote  him  to 
loain  if  he  had  tradition  of  interest 
to  our  readers.  He  did  not.  But  he 
tlid  write  this: 

"After  leading  Grandview  we  drove 
on  up  to  Nancy  Hanks  Pai'k..  My  re- 
action may  be  entirely  wrong  on  this 
matter,  ,tjat  my  wife  and  I  both  felt 
dreadfully  scrry  to  see  such  elabo- 
rate plans  being  made  for  a  monu- 
ment to  be  placed  at  this  point.  It 
item's  to  ipe  that  the  simple  little 
womtan  that  Nancy  Hanks  was  would 
feel  very  much  embarrassed  and  very 
uncomfortable  at  !the  tremendous 
monument  that  is  being  built,  at  a 
tremendous  cost.  They  will  make  a  ' 
great  place  of  this  park,  but  how 
much  nicer  and  how  much  more  in 
keeping  with  her  character  was  -the 
timiple  littla  stone  on  the  beautiful 
v.'ooded  knoll  where  she  Has  lain  so 
many  years,  I  had-  the  same  feeling 
when  I  saw  the  grave  of  Ann  Rut- 
ledge  at  Petersburg.  I  felt  that  it 
:  would  haev  been  so  much  more  in 
i  keeping  with  things  had  her  body 
lien  left  in  the  old  Concord  cem- 
etery. These  points  may  not  be  of 
interest  to  you  at  all,  but  they  are 
just  the  re-action  of.  a  fellow  who 
has  known  the -type—of- -people  that 
iheic  people  were,  >and  I  believ*.  un- 
der stands  them,  and  I  hardily  admH^ 
>uch  an  elaborate  affair  for  such  a1 
'  *impie  little  body." 

According  to  local  tradition,  a 
bj  other  of  Mrs.  Nancy  Hanks  Lin- 
coln.  Franklin  Hanks,  visited  the 
Lincoln  family  in  the  spring  of  1829. 
Mrs.  Lincoln  is  described  asi  small  in 
size,  heightb  about  five  feet  and  three 
or  four  inches,  weight  about  120 
pounds,  dark  hair,  blue  eyes,  well 
proportioned,  fine,  pleasing  features, 
and  well  cultured  for  the  age,  a  goed 
business  m^nagei',  sweet  disposition, 
fiiendy  and  kind,  good  words  for 
everyone,  wfith  high  ideals  in  morals 
and  leligion:  just  such  a  person 
whose  death  casts  gloom  over  the, 
-i^itire  community.  '0S 


526  Bast  Riverside  Avenue 
Evansvillo,  Indiana,  1*7713 
January  8,  197U 


R.  Gerald  McMurtry 

Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 

Fprt  Wayne,  Indiana 

Ret  Missing  copies  Lincoln  Lore 

Dear  Dr.  McMurtryi 

Thanks  for  the  latest  copy  of  LINCOLN  LORE  received  yesterday. 
It  is  #1630  and  has  been  placed  in  my  collection  as  usual. 

Checking  over  my  collection,  I  find  there  are  a  few  more  missing 
than  I  would  like  to  admit,  and  I  wonder  if  any  of  the  following 
numbers  are  available:  k  .1 

Missing    -  1629    -   1621     -   1619  » 

151*5    -   151*1*     -   151*3  - 
11*33   -  1U32     -   11*31     -  11*30   -  & 

11*29   -   11*28     -  11*27 

(Have  in  my  collection  #li*26) 

MISSING  ALL  COPIES  PRIOR  TO  #11*26. 

Whatever  you  can  do  to  help  me  will  be  greatly  appreciated.  If 
it  is  only  one  or  two.  I  shall  be  pleased  to  have  the  missing 
numbers. 

Thanking  you,  I  am 
Sincerely, 


MARIAN  LORRAINE  ALEON, 
a  Hanks  descendant. 


526  East  Riverside  Avenue 
Evansville ,  Indiana,  U7713 
January  8,  197U 


R.  Gerald  McMurtry,  President 
Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 
Fort  Wayne,  Indiana 

Re: 


THOMAS  LINCOLN'S  CABINETMAKING  & 
SARAH  BUSH  LINCOLN'S  BUREAU. 


o3    c  jfcom 


Dear  Dr.  McMurtry. 

I  an  still  searching  for  the  whereabouts  of  Sarah  Bush  Lincoln's 
bureau  and  I  wonder  if  you  have  any  news  concerning  it?    I  feel 
certain  it  is  existing  somewhere  in  a  private  collection^  not 
in  a  museum,  because  the  bureau  was  so  widely  publicised  and  the 
photograph  published  in  a  book,  so  it  could  not  slip  away  without 
some  mention  of  its  loss.    "WHERE  IS  SARAH'S  BUREAU? 

Tom  and  Sarah  were  very  sentimental  about  the  bureau  to  bring  it 
all  the  way  from  Kentucky  to  Indiana  and  then  to  Illinois  1  Surely 
Tom  made  tha  bureau  as  payment  to  Sarah  when  she  made  the  wedding  clothes 
when  he  married  Nancy.    The  bureau  should  be  the  most  ACCEPTABLE  item 
of  Tom's  cabinetmaking  ability!    However,  when  I  turn  to  LINCOLN  LORE, 
there  is  that  inlaid  cherry  chest  owned  by  Southern  Illinois  University 
to  represent  his  work.    (Based  on  legend  of  Austin  andAtcher)  It 
does  not  convince  me  Tom  Lincoln  ever  made  it.    In  fact,  it  is  very 
inferior  to  the  fine  detail  and  painstaking  craftsmanship  of  the 
David  Turnham  corner  cupboard  in  the  Evansville  Museum. 

I  believe  that  I  own  the  bureau  Tom  Lincoln  made  for  his  daughter 
Sarah  when  she  married  Aaron,    My  bureau  has  never  been  examined  by 
an  expert  of  his  workmanship,  because  I  do  not  know  3*  whom  to  call, 
I  do  not  want  it  compared  with  that  Sou  111  U  chest,  because  I  am  not 
certain  that  is  authentic.    All  who  have  seen  the  inlaid  cherry  chest 
I  own  agree  it  is  unusually  precious  piece  of  loving  work  and  one  of 
the  most  beautiful  to  be  found  anywhere.    The  inlay  all  arotod  the 
chest  is  ln_ strips  that  are  applied  to  the  chest,  not  inlaid  into  the 
sides  of  the  chest,.. typical  of  Tom's  style,  you  Snow.    The  other 
secrets  of  dovetailing,  etc.,  are  distinctive  and  should  either  prove 
or  disprove  Tom  Lincoln  made  my  bureau. 

Aaron's  estate  listed  numerous  furniture  items,  but  no  bureau.  His 
2nd  wife  was  his  widow.    I  feel  certain  this  "wedding  chest"  was  sold 
before  that  2nd  marriage,  which  was  after  Tom  &  family  had  LEFT  Indianal 
Otherwise,  Aaron  might  have  returned  it  to  his  former  father-in-law. 


Page  Two 

r.  Gerald  McMurtry 
TOM  LINCOLN  FURNITURE 


the  wedding  chest  of  rflWt  """fj,^  re{,tlTe  „f  NANCY  HANKS  and 

sarah       fiSJK^:  t?  "8t"^ ,  ^  r-*rr 

«^9«th.r  "ae  1  S  rf  Little  Pigeon  Baptint  Church.    She  became 
SaV»55l3?li *33n  I  began  questioning  her  about  her  ancestery  a»i 
the  possibility  it  was  a  Lincoln  antique 1 

„     -„„,  _t  oreMnt  are  to  leave  it  in  ny  Will  to  the  Speed  Museum  in 
SnSrSlo!  ^However,  it  now  shows  off  in  ny  large  dining  roon. 

it  is T^colftlt: 

^f^STSi  <Z/£v£l>  ^furniture  fro-  Lincoln's  NOT  SALB1 
It  is  said  that  he  owneo  «P*        smH  BUSH  LINCOLN'S  bureau?    I  an 

ho...   Do  jr/^°^0^i"ortealSoci«ty  would  alios  the  sale  of 
surprised  that  the  Illinois  Historxcax  i  casen 

S,*2&2  Ses(S.«  wJ'activ.  in  the 

Chicfgo  Civil  wS  Ro^'TSle  and'the  National  JUnuscript  Society. 

^  752^ STOMAS  LINCOLN'S  FDRNITDRE7 
With  greatest  respect  and  admiration,  I  «* 
Sincerely, 

O^V^  ^yui<t^  G^J2^\ 

MARIAN  LORRAINE  ALEON, 

a  descendant  of  Mercy  Gage,  dau  of  Levi  Hanks  of  Vt. 

P  S     I  wrote  to  Mr.  Howes  Mead  of  Paintsrille,  Ky.,  years  ago  and 
'  •    did^not  get  the  letter  returned  nor  did  I  g^*  1 
pleaded  for  a  photo  of  the  cherry  day  bed  LINCOLN  made. 
Lincoln  Lore  #1512 


January  29,  1974 


Miss  Marian  Lorraine  Aleon 

526  East  Riverside  Avenue 
Evansville,  Indiana  47713 

Dear  Miss  Aleon: 

Your  request  is  such  a  difficult  one  that  I  will  be  unable  to 
answer  it  until  the  first  of  March,  as  I  will  be  on  a  lecfcure  tour 
the  entii-e  month  of  February.     If  it  is  all  right,  we  will  retain 
the  materials,  and  I'll  try  to  answer  your  request  in  March.  If 
you  want  your  materials  back  immediately ,  my  assistant,  Mrs.  Mary  Jane 
llubler,  will  send  then  back  to  you. 

/ 

I  am,  however,  enclosing  your  missing  numbers  of  our  Lincoln  bore  |/ 
bulletins  outlined  in  your  letter  of  January  8,  1974. 

Due  to  our  small  staff,  we  null  back  issues  of  our  bulletins  for 
only  libraries  and  educational  institutions  and  then  on  a  limited 
basis  as  tine  permits.    V/e  will,  however,  be  most  happy  to  service 
individual  request  for  any  specific  copies  of  our  bulletins  identified 
by  number  in  connection  with  any  research  project. 

Yours  truly, 


Mark  E.  Heely,  Jr. 


MEN/jn 
Encl: 


March  25,  1974 


Miss  Marian  Lorraine  A loon 
526  East  Riverside  Avenue 
Evans vi lie,  Indiana  47713 

Dear  Miss  Aleon: 

I  an  still  at  something  of  a  loss  to  know  where  to  begin. 
Nevertheless,  I  will  attempt  these  answers  to  some  of  your  questions. 

m    Since  vou  contemplate  giving  the  Speed  Museum  your  piece 
of  furniture,  why  don't  you  write  them  for  help  in  authentication. 
After  all,  they  have  one  of  the  best  authenticated  Thomas  Lincoln 
pieces;  someone  there  must  know  something  about  it. 

(2)  Wherever  the  bureau  in  question  is,  I  doubt  that  it  is  among 
Dr.  Olsen's  collection.    We  have  a  partial  list  of  what  he  bought and 
it  does  not  mention  any  bureau.    Moreover,  he  apparently  did  not  buy 
twenty-three  pieces  of  furniture,  for  many  of  the  items  were  small 
(tools  and  such).    Certainly  he  did  not  buy  twenty- three  pieces  of 
furniture  from  Lincoln's  New  Salem  home,  if  by  that  the  article  meant 
hifown  house  rather  than  his  home  town.    Paul  Angle  took  a  look  at 
Oisen's  pieces  and  said  that  they  were  as  authentic  as  any  such  collection 
could  be!    Vn  sure  you  can  read.between  the  lines  •f*^""""^  > 
its  real  meaning  (in  regard  to  evidence  based  on  family  traditions,  etc.). 
Why  would  the  bureau  have  been  in  New  Salem  anyway? 

(3)  Obviously  what  you  need  to  present  the  strongest  case  to  the 
Speed  Museum  is  to  trace  the  bureau's  history  back  ^.^f^f^3^ 
you  know  about.    Don't  work  up  from  the  Lincoln*  and  Grigsbys  to  tnis 
day  (which  assumes  as  tmith  what  it  is  you  are  trying  to  prove),  work 
back  from  Mrs.  Tepool  and  Mrs.  Woolard. 

Is  it  all  right  for  us  to  keep  the  photographs  of  your  piece  of 
furniture  and  the  photocopies  of  the  documents?    You  have  certainly 
proved  your  willingness  to  do  the  sort  of  grubby  work  in  county  records 
thaTis  ever  necessary  to  document  such  a  thing  as  you  are  trying  to 
document.    Good  luck. 

Yours  truly, 


Mark  E.  Neely,  Jr. 


MUM /in 


Marian  Lorraine  Ale an 
$26  E»  Riverside  Are, 
Eraneville ,  Indiana,  1*7713 


(the  brass  pulls  are  net  erigiaal  bnt  fit  inte  the  eriginal  hales) 
•  ••the  eriglnals  were  all  gene  except  ene  er  two. . .they  were  very 
plain  and  shaped  like  the  sketeh  herewith: 


THOMAS  LINCOLN  -  SARAH  LINCOLN  GRIGSBY  -  TEPOOL  -  ALEON 
Inlaid  eherryweod  Chest  ef  Drawers i 


Miss  Aleem  believes  it  to  have  been  made  by  Thomas  Lincoln  far  his  daughter «s  wedding  gift  when  she 
married  Aaron  Grigsby. 

t^fe  reWSsi  f  er  her  belief  is  because  the  chest  reveals  its  swn  secrets:    an  inlaid  stripe  all  areund 
arid  a  f  aninlaid  in  the ^  'aprin  ef  the  ahest,  (Tears  age ,  inheritance  was  determined  wse  mush  per  stripe 
so  a  cBest  encircled  with  stripes  mi«:ht  represent  an  only  child  or  only  daughter.    The  fan  weald  be 
a  symbol  ef  a  daughter  and  a  sunburst  or  sun  might  represent  a  sen.    Thus,  stripes  all  around  and  a 
fan  at  the  bottom  represents  an  only  daughter,)    The  loving  care  and  selection  of  the  finest  curly 
eherryweed }  and  the  great  skill  and  tedious  hours  of  work  surely  represents  a  cabinetmaker »s  LOTS  for 
his  only  daughter* 

The  chest  was  sold  in  painted  condition,  the  inlay  cracking  loose  the  paint,  and  both  front  feet 
nipped  of f  en  the  toes;    It  was  stored  in  the  closet  out  of  sight  at  the  home  of  Mrs*  Esther  W.  Tepool 
of  Peseyville,  Indiana,  when  I  purchased  It  about  April,  19kQ*    At  that  time,  she  said  it  was  an 
heirloom  pissed  down  to  her  from  her  Mother,  Mrs.  Myrtle  KUliam  Weelard  (Mrs.  Charles,).   Her  family 
intermarried  with  the  names  of  BTJRXHART  and  QRIGSBT •    I  hare  not  traced  Mrs.  Tepool1  s  ancestery* 

Tne  GREATEST  RESPECT  an*  PRAISE  should  be  given  to  the  man  whoso  lovingly  restored  its  beauty 

withonV^terlng^the  design  or  adding  to  it  in  any  way.    His  name  is  RARRT  SIMON,  JR.,  of  Evansville. 
(Well-known  for  his  expert  refinishlng  and  considerate  appreciation  for  antiques.)    Any  mention  of 
the  Inlaid  chest  should  mention  HARRY  SIMON'S  work  helped  save  the  chest  for  LINCOLN  lovers  everywhere 


Th«  inlaid  cherrrwoed  chest  ef  drawers  is  almost  an  exact  duplicate  ef  the  SIDI  VIBPT  and  of  the 
frintAPRON  and  FOOT  ef  the  example  In  the  Bransrille  Museum  as  baring  been  nade  by  Abraham  Linceln 
himself  i    Abe  himself  helps  te  authenticate  my  item  as  haring  been  made  by  his  Father. 

Marian  L.  Aleen 


Also  want  te  mention  that  the  back  ef  chest  is  unique.    Also  the  feet  are  put  em 
In  the  same  manner  as  en  SARAH  BUSH  JOHNSTON'S  chest  pictured  in  the  beek. 

The  inlay  down  the  sides  and  across  the  top  is  put  en  in  stripssthat  attaeh  te  th 
chest... the  sides  haring  allowed  the  space  for  the  strips  te  erem  out  across  the 
front | newer er, the  stripes  across  the  bottom  are  into  the  apron,  which  fits  in 

between  the  feet.  The  feet  attach  beneath  the' stripes  ea  corner  {like  a 
facade)  and  mitre  into  the  length 'of  the  side.. .see  Sarah  Bush  J.  Lincoln's 
bureau*  8  feet  &  side  construction.  ^ 


tub**  W**  i  •   

Name  Spelled:  WOOLARD  -  WQLLARD  -WODLLARD         ^  d^tf^"* 
In  the  ceurt  house  recerds.  ^vV*>'r»lfr*>4 


5 


M  *M*0*     ^  »    \T    -  i  - 


John  Pitcher,  Adrar.  Deed 

John  Richardson  Estate  13  l828 

t0       ^li^JUl^  idta^W,  ,  ^tu-  o&      Deed  Record  1,  page  2^0 
William  Woollard  1         V  / 

Be  it  rembered  that  at  the  September  Term  of  the  Circuit  Court  for  the 
County  of  Spencer  for  the  year  1827  John  Pitcher  was  appointed  by  the  said  court,  | 
Special  Administrator  of  Jo>*Ric  hard  son  Deceased  to  Convey  to  William  Woollard  1 
the  wp^t  half  of  thP  North  we*t  quarter  of  S^tion  No.  two  in  Township  SDc  South, 
of  Ranre  five  west  in  the  County  of  Spenc^  w^h^aid^t  of 
the  said  William  Woollard  by  Thomas  darter  late  administrator  of  tte  said  John 

Richardson  Deceased,  according  provisions  and  directions  of  the  Last  Will  and 

testament  of  the  said  John  Richardson. 

Now  therefore  know  all  men  that  I  John  Pitcher  Special  Administrator  as 
aforesaid  in  pursuance  of  the  directions  contained  in  the  last  will  and  Testament  J 
of  the  said  John  Richardson  and  in  obedience  to  the  order  of  the  Court  as  afore- 
said do  give,  grant,  bargain  and  sell  unto  the  said  William  Woollard  and  his  heirs  1 
all  the  Right  title  interest  and  Estate  of,  in  and  to  the  above  described  tract  of 
land  as  fully  and  absolutely  as  I  by  virtue  of  my  appointment  as  Administrator  as 
aforesaid  can  or  aught  to  do.    To  have  and  to  hold  the  above  granted  and  bargained 
premises  unto  the  said  William  Woollard  and  his  heirs  for  ever,  with  all  the  rights, 
priviledges  and  appurtenances  thereunto  belonging  free  and  discharged  of  all  in- 
cumbrances, whatsoever. 

In  Testimony  Whereof  I  have  hereunto  subscribed  my  name  as  Administrator 
as  aforesaid  and  affixed  my  seal,  this  13th  day  of  March  A.D.  1828. 

/s/   John  Pitcher,  Special  Admr.  (Seal) 


\ 


State  of  Indiana,  Spencer  County  SCT: 

This  is  to  certify  that  John  Pitcher  personally  appeared  before  me 
James  Wakefield  Recorder  in  and  for  the  County  aforesaid  and  acknowledged 

the  within  deed  of  Conveyance  to  be  his  act  and  deed  for  the  purpose  therein 

i 

expressed,  Given  under  my  hand  this  lljth  day  of  March  1828. 

'  / 

\  /s/     Jas.  Wakefield  RSC 

I 


I,  Sue  Burkhart,  Recorder  in  and  for  Spencer  County,  Indiana,  do  hereby  certify 

that  the  foregoing  and  attached  copy  is  a  true  and  correct  copy  as  it  appears 

in  Record  1,  page  25>0  which  record  is  in  my  custody  as  such  Recorder. 

Witness  my  hand  and  official  Seal  this  2£th  day  of  October  1965. 

/s/  Sue  Burkhart,  RSC 
RECORDER  OF  SPENCER  COUNTY 

.    ' '  '  ■  'WM\ 

(Seal) 


Dear  Dr.  McHuriry? 

The  Weellard  same  is  spelled  with  twe  "•'s*  as 
deed  indicates  in  1828  and  it  is  spelled  Wellard  in  181*7. 

The  first  deed  reveals  when  they  acquired  the  laad 
and  the  second  shews  when  they  disposed  ef  said  land, 
which  I  nave  outlined  en  the  land  nap  as  being  next  to 
the  fara  »f  R.  Wetherill.    (In  other  words,  the  Wellards 
were  close  to  the  Aaron  Grigsbys  relatives  and  could  have 
obtained  Sarah  Lincoln  Grigsby's  wedding  chest. 

Th«  cfe«st  leeks  exactly  like  the  work  of  the  snail 

SSSJirffi1?  i®haTe/b<5en         by  Abrahan  Lincoln  at  the 
Evansville  Museun  (especially  the  side  view) 

MARIAN  LORRAINE  ALEON  '  ■ 


PROBATE  ORDER  BOOK  «D»    —  l8h6-to-l8ii9-~  Pages  212  and  213 
SPENCER  COUNTY  COURT  HOUSE  -  Clerk's  Office  -  Rockport,  Indiana 


ELIAS  MICK,  Admr.,  of  WILLIAM  WOLLARD,  deed. 
VSt :: Petition  to  sell  real  estate* 

JOHN  WOLLARD,  NANCY  DOUGLASS,  WILLIAM  DOUGLASS,  JANE  RUTLEGE ,  EZEKIEL  RUTT  AOF 
ISAAC  WOLLARD,  CAROLINE  SANDERS ,  STEPHEN  SANDERS,  WILLIAM Mfsen^ ' 
HUGH  WOLLARD,  ,P0LLY  MASTERS  ON,  ZECHARIAH  MASTERS  ON,  ELLEN  WOLLARD  STEPHEN 
WOLLARD,  MILTON  WOLLARD,  JULINA  B.  WOLLARD,  LOUISA  JANE  WOLLARD,  and  WILLIAM 
WOLLARD,  Junr«        i  '  u  ' 

1     •    '        '  >,       &j  .  iS 

.     '  And  now  at  this  time  this  cause 

coming  on  for  hearing  and  it  appearing  to  the  Court  that  all  of  the- above 
named  defendants  have  been  duly  served  with  process  of  summons  issued  herein 
for  more  than  10  days  before  the  first  day  of  the  present  term  of  this  Court 
except  the  said  ISAAC  WOLLARD  and  WILLIAM  WOLLARD,  Junr.,  who  were  notified 
of  the  pendency  of  this  cause  by  publication  of  a  notice  in  the  EvansvilDe 
Weekly  Journal,  a  newspaper  of  general  circulation  printed  &  published  in  the 
city  of  Evansville,  Vanderburgh  County,  State  of  Indiana,  for  more  than  30 
days,  before  the  first  day  of  the  present  term  of  this  Court  It  is  therefore 

^n^±derf  bf        C°U^t  th?  matters  and  thin*3  ^  said  Petitioners  petition 

2SftT£2??!  state?>  811(1  set  forth  be  taken  as  confessed  As  to  them  and  the  said 
HUGH  WOLLARD,  ELLEN  WOLLARD,  STEPHEN  WOLLARD ,  MILTON  WOLLARD,  JULIANA  B  WOLLARD 
bTS7SIK  and  WILLIAM  WOLLARD ,  ^  now  here  »n^'d!^^| 
by  JOHN  H.  SMITH,  their  Guardian,  adlitem  and  filed  their  answer  and  shew  no 
cause  why  the  prayer  of  said  petition  should  not  be  granted  And  it  appearing 
to  the  Court  that  the  matter  and  things  in  said  petition  stated  charged  and 
set  forth  are  true  It  is  therefore  Ordered  Adjudged  and  Considered  that  the 

2 !J 46£?iflSl  !aid  land  in  °aid  Petition  ^ntioned,  to  wit:    The  West  ; 
r ■        .      g  N°rth  We3t  qnartGr  of  Section  No.  2  in  Township  No.  6  Smith  T^T  ; 
g  Ve8?  containin^  J9  acres  valued  and  assessed  at  $2U0.007"  Also  the  R 

^South  West  qmrter^f_th^^  of  Section  of  Section  No.  35  in      '  4 

Township  l^m^t^^^qt^m^i^  ho  acres  val~d  aFfl^O  said  sale 
to  be  at  public  outcry  on  the  premises  to  be  sold'on  Saturday  the  23rd  day  of 
December,  181*7,  on  a  credit  of  12  months  by  the  purchaser  giving  his  note  for 
the  purchase  money  with  a  good  freeholder  for  security  without  relief  from' 
valuation  and  appraisment  Laws  of  the  State  of  Indiana,  said  Petitioner  first 
giving  four  weeks  notice  of  the  time  and  place  of  sale  by  posting  up  $  written 
advertisements  in  $  of  the  most  public  places  in  the  country,  3  of  which  shall 

and  that  he  report  his  proceedings  to  the  next  term  of  this  court  to  which 
time  this  cause  is  continued, 

I,  Anthony  H.  Peters,  Clerk  of  the  Spencer  Circuit  Court  in  and  for  Spencer 
■    County,  Indiana,  hereby  certify  that  the  above  and  foregoing  is  a  full* 
true  and  complete  copy  as  it  appears  in  Probate  Order  Book  #D,  at  page  212 
&  213 >  which  record  is  in  my  custody  as  such  Clerk* 

Witness  my  hand  and  off icial  seal  this  22nd  day  of  Oct.,  196£. 

'■;.■.<,':""*>  ■■■;'-r' v'^v;\r.  -  .••-v^,----;^-^"  /s/     Anthony  H*  Peters 

J  '  y^.  '-'y  "':XV>^'  Clerk  of  the  Spender  Circuit  Court 

'  •    ,  y^  ::^:^'^-'-.^^^.    ■  ,     .      . .   ,    ■        ...  .  •••■•>:r 


•  A 


HOND  AND  OATH. 


Printed  and  Sold  b/  Win.  8r*Joo,  I  odlia  j. 


ab&Jwjgid^ anlo  Ike  Sflade  ou  gndiana,  m  Uic  jimal  sum  oj-..  

\.dGk&...4Zsit*iL..   V.  WoUaU}  Job.  Ike  jiaumwvl  oj  wfuoL  we}  joinilu 

and  tevelalliL  Imd  ouUewe^  \uci  keiu}  execuloU  and  mlmi/nldlalois.  Sfealed 


Li 


vnd  da^ed  Iku  ike- 


dau  oh 


.it 


V'  KB 
s£  %.  .  . ... 


kal  il  ike  alwve  lottnd  «  t 


/JixiM Jatdkjidly  \tisc^ig,e  (ke^nlidm  oj ^^Jui^l  as jpecp/ot  cj  Hie  lad  wtll^o^y 

decked,  acco&kiny  4o  law^TCen  ^^^T^^^^^^^o^^       lo  le  void,  eLe  io 
:ieniacn  in  fail  pice.  Qu*^«^  ^^rjfz  ct*i  Sw^tjf^  "s^ol^ \-^J 


>Aoved  In  me}  \ 


f'  J  /  s 

Jtate  of  Indiana,  ....^^ 

^   .£Zz  (^..L:&d^^ 

uveal  wiflyjdiJk^i)^  diSckajj^Z  ike  diviwSol  my  luiU  <M,J$w:adol  cj  Ike^ 

/W      «/  ^jbJL^^   

deceased,  accoldtna  %  law-,  so  kelji  me  (ljod. 

day, 


iPuhsculed  and  moln  lo  Icjoie  me;  Ikis 


(gcuwk 


U^Jk  • 

Town  V?outlv  Pxm^o  5  West 


too 


(;;.?()) 


l\'ilo\\-l  I  t>lt\ 


/»*< 


&umh  d-Qimpbeil  J? 
'I    a  U  • 


